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Joint Letter in Support of Protecting Children: The Importance of 

Banning Unhealthy Food Marketing in Norway 

We, the undersigned organisations, express our full support for Norway’s principled and 

evidence-based efforts to introduce a ban on the marketing of unhealthy foods and beverages 

directed at children under the age of 18. 

This initiative represents a bold and pioneering step in the global effort to safeguard children’s 

health, in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. By establishing a clear age 

limit of 18 years and confronting powerful commercial interests that continue to shape 

children’s diets, Norway is demonstrating true leadership in an area where many countries still 

hesitate to act. 

We are following developments in Norway with great interest and high expectations. With this 

initiative, Norway becomes the first country to implement the WHO’s 2010 recommendation 

to reduce children’s exposure to marketing of unhealthy foods and beverages. Its success will 

not only protect the health and well-being of Norwegian children – it will also serve as a strong 

example and a source of inspiration and momentum for similar measures elsewhere. Crucially, 

Norway’s leadership can advance long-stalled political processes on public health and nutrition.  

At the same time, we are concerned about the strong opposition now mobilising against this 

measure in Norway and abroad. Industry lobbying and resulting political uncertainty threaten 

to derail a historic opportunity to put children’s health first. This is not unique to Norway or 

this case; industries have long sought to protect profits and preserve the status quo at the expense 

of public health. Such dynamics risk once again undermining – and even infringing upon – 

children’s fundamental rights to a safe and healthy childhood. 

We, the undersigned, urge the Norwegian government to remain steadfast in prioritising the 

protection of children above commercial interests. In doing so, Norway can secure a lasting 

legacy as a true champion of children’s rights and public health.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

The Norwegian NCD Alliance  

on behalf of the undersigned organisations
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Britt Inger Skaanes 

Secretary General  

Norwegian Diabetes 

Association 

Ingrid Stenstadvold Ross 

Secretary General 

Norwegian Cancer Society 

Magne Wang Fredriksen 

Secretary General 

LHL, the Norwegian Heart, 

Lung and Stroke 

Association 

Bo Gleditsch 

Secretary General 

Norwegian Health 

Association 

Tove Gundersen 

Secretary General 

Norwegian Council of Mental 

Health 

 

 

 

 

Elin Saga Kjørholt 

Director of Children’s Rights  

UNICEF Norway 

Eivind Løvdal 

Leader 

Geitmyra Culinary Center for Children 

Annica Øygard 

Secretary General 

 Norwegian Public Health Association 

Tale Hungnes 

Executive Director 

Future in our hands 
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Bettina Borisch 

Chief Executive Officer 

World Federation of Public Health Associations 

Finn-Jarle Rode 

Chief Executive Officer 

World Heart Federation 

Neil Johnson 

Executive Director 

Global Heart Hub 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Charlotte Marchandise 

Secretary General 

European Public Health Association 

David McClogan 

Chair 

NCD Alliance Scotland 

Diena Halbertsma  

Chairperson  

Dutch Healthy Generation 

Birgit Beger 

Chief Executive Officer 

European Heart Network 
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Frida Bragadottir 

Secretary General  

Diabetes-Iceland 

Jesper Fisker 

Chief Executive Officer 

Danish Cancer Society 

Karin Eriksson 

Director Research and Health 

Swedish Cancer Society 

Juha Pekka Turunen  

Secretary General  

Cancer Society of Finland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Vansteenbrugge 

Chief Executive Officer 

Stand up to Cancer 

Morten Ørsted-Rasmussen 

Director 

Danish Heart Foundation 

Morten Lorenzen 

Director 

Danish Brain Injury Association 

Kristina Sparreljung 

Secretary General 

Swedish Heart Lung Foundation 

 



 

5 av 5 

 

  

 

Marjaana Lahti-Koski 

Secretary General 

Finnish Heart Association 

Markku Hyttinen 

Executive Director 

Organisation for Respiratory Health 

in Finland 

Tuula Vasankari  

Secretary General 

Finnish Lung Health Association 

Vilmundur Gudnason  

Director 

Icelandic Heart Association 

 

 

 

 

 

Guðmundur Löve 

Chief Executive Officer 

Icelandic Association of 

Tuberculosis and Chest Patients 

Chris Macey 

Director of Advocacy and Patient 

Support 

Irish Heart Foundation 

Andrés Íñiguez 

President 

Spanish Heart Foundation 

Manuel Arango 

VP, Policy & Advocacy 

Heart and Stroke Foundation of 

Canada 

 


